412                                 LOTH AIR.

* It may, or it may not., have fulfilled its destiny,' said
the Syrian.    c " In My Father's house are many mansions,"
and by the various families of nations the designs of the
Creator arc accomplished.    God works by races, and one
was appointed in due season and after many developments
to reveal and expound in this land the spiritual nature- of
man.    The Aryan and the Semite are of the same blood
and origin, but when they quitted their central land they
were ordained to follow opposite courses.    Each division of
the- great race has developed one portion of the double
nature of humanity, till after all their wandorings they met
again, and, represented by their two choicest families, the
Hellenes and the Hebrews, brought together the treasures
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of their accumulated wisdom and secured the civilisation of
man.'

* Those among whom I have lived of late/ said Lothair,
* have taught me to trust much in Councils, and to believe
that without them, there could bo no foundation for the
Church.    I observe you do not speak in that vein, though
like myself you find solace iix those dogmas which recognise
the relations between the created and the Creator/

4 There can bo no religion without that recognition/ said
the Syrian, 4 and no creed can possibly be devised without
such a recognition that would satisfy man. Why wo arc
here, whence we come, whither we go, these are questions
which man is organically framed and forced to ask himself,
and that would not bo the case if they could not be
answered. As for Churches depending on Councils, the
first Council was held more than three centuries after the
Sermon on the Mount, We Syrians had churches in the
interval: no one can deny that, I bow before the Divine
decree that swept them away from Antioch to Jerusalem,
but I am not yet prepared to transfer my spiritual allegiance
to Italian Popes and Greek Patriarchs. Wo believe that
our family were among the first followers of Jesus, and